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Vocabulary

Supplant
	Denotation (dictionary definition): ___________________________________________

	Connotation (circle one):  	positive		negative		neutral


Labyrinth
Denotation (dictionary definition): ___________________________________________

	Connotation (circle one):  	positive		negative		neutral


Squalid
Denotation (dictionary definition): ___________________________________________

	Connotation (circle one):  	positive		negative		neutral


Senility
Denotation (dictionary definition): ___________________________________________

	Connotation (circle one):  	positive		negative		neutral


Pretext
Denotation (dictionary definition): ___________________________________________

	Connotation (circle one):  	positive		negative		neutral



1. Write two quotes from the story that show that Orwell did not like his job working for the Indian Imperial Police.

	
	Quote
	Page Number

	1
	


	

	2
	


	



2. What is the main/central idea in this essay? How do you know?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Summarize this essay in five sentences. Make sure you get all of the most important details from the entire essay. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. How does Orwell act around the Burmese people? How do they influence his actions?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. “But in falling he seemed for a moment to rise, for as his hind legs collapsed beneath him he seemed to tower upwards like a huge rock toppling, his trunk reaching skywards like a tree. He trumpeted, for the first and only time. And then down he came, his belly towards me, with a crash that seemed to shake the ground even where I lay.”
Examine the language used by Orwell here. What examples of figurative language do you see in this passage (simile, metaphor, hyperbole, etc.)? How does his writing style enhance the essay?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


6. What is the text structure of this essay? (circle one)

Compare and Contrast			Chronological 			Problem and Solution		
How does the text structure affect how we read this type of nonfiction?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


7. What is the point of view in this essay? (circle one)

First Person		Third Person Camera	Third Person Limited	Third Person Omniscient

How does this point of view affect how we read this essay? How would this essay be different if the point of view were different?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


8. “And suddenly I realized that I should have to shoot the elephant after all. The people expected it of me and I had got to do it; I could feel their two thousand wills pressing me forward, irresistibly.”

Describe this quotation. What is happening at this point in the essay? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What argument is Orwell trying to make in this essay regarding the elephant? Do you agree or disagree with that argument? Why?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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As we read “Shooting an Elephant,” identify the moments in the text when Orwell confesses conflicted feelings. Below, record the moments of tension between his feelings, his duties, and his conscience. Be sure to list the page number! 
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